2nd July 2018

Dear Parents, Pupils & Guest Readers
Welcome to Founders Week, when we prepare for our most formal school year event, Founders Day. I
have included what I hope will be a useful aide memoire for you to be ‘Founders Day Ready’. Also in this
mini bulletin are some reports about outings made by some of our classes recently.

Rec, Y1 & Y2 outing
Reception, Year One and Year Two all had a wonderful
time at Leicester Botanic Gardens. They began the day by
learning why each part of a flowering plant is important
and were introduced to different plants from around the
world including the world's largest tree - the giant
redwood.
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deciduous and evergreen trees,
what plants need to grow and different types of seed dispersal - all concepts
taught in their Science lessons during Trinity Term!

The children walked between five different activities in their small
groups. With a programme entitled 'Plants WOW!' it was not too
long before our children were completely fascinated and eager to
learn more. The children visited the Tropical House looking for
different plants that grow in warmer climates such as sugar cane,
mango trees and cotton plants.
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They were most puzzled by the banana tree and the direction
in which bananas grow. In the woodland the children got
hands on as they touched the spongy bark of a redwood tree
and enjoyed doing some crayon rubbings too. There was also
the challenge of measuring the tree itself by all of the children
joining hands around the trunk. Using their sense of smell the
children had to identify which herbs are used in different
products such as toothpaste, soap or added to foods like
pasta. Even the adults had to check the answer sheet to find
out that thyme is used for its antiseptic properties in
mouthwash! In the glass house the children were amazed by
the wonderful variety of cacti and
learnt why they have spikes. Apart
from having a picnic on the lawn, a big highlight of the day was to plant some
cress seeds. The children were encouraged to look closely at the compost to
see what it was made of and were asked to think about what the seeds were
going to need to grow. The teachers were very proud of how conscientious
and attentive our children were - it certainly was a trip to remember for
everyone.

Clubs this week
Most clubs are not scheduled to run this week, as per the dates you received after the Easter holiday. St
Peter’s School Choir meets today after School. Tennis Club takes place tomorrow and KS1 Team Games
happens on Wed after School. Morning Mile has now finished for the term.

Staffing Update
After seven years working in the School Office Mrs Hughes is moving on to a new adventure and will
leave us at the end of August. She will be training to become a paramedic! We wish her every success in
her exciting new career.

Uniform next week
Pupils should come to School in regulation PE kit on Wednesday and Thursday next week. This gives
parents some time to get day uniform smartly laundered and shoes polished in readiness for Founders
Day!
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Sunnylands Nursery Golden Celebration!

Sunnylands Nursery have been busy celebrating their Golden Jubilee. The Nursery first opened its doors
to preschool children in 1968 and has grown from a small group of children with two members of staff
to the size it is now. This term has been devoted to all things golden and the displays in both of the
Nursery rooms reflect this. Lots of fun has been had getting involved in hunts for gold coins, creating
cupcakes with golden embellishments and other creative work. HAPPY BIRTHDAY SUNNYLANDS
NURSERY!

Year Three History Trip
Last week pupils in Year Three travelled to Stanwick Lakes and back in time too, to discover some of the
fascinating history of the area.
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The children were able to imagine themselves as Stone Age people and see what sort of land they would
have lived around and discussed how they would be able to let other people know about where they
lived. Finding an ‘abounded’ fire place, the children were able to grind down some charcoal and mix it
with animal fat (21st Century olive oil equivalent!) to create paint. They explored the surrounding area
and found some large stones to paint on and used feathers, sticks and twigs as writing tools.
Pupils visited a Bronze Age burial
barrow and saw some of the
artefacts that had been found in
and around some of the other
burial sites. They were shown the
site of Iron Age round houses and
how
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The site of a Roman villa was
discovered when Stanwick Lakes
was being excavated and children
saw some of the mosaics that had been discovered and replicated. They then entered the ‘dig pit’ as
practising archaeologists, using trowels and brushes to find Roman artefacts hidden within the pit. A
real life archaeologist even dropped in to explain what it was really like to work on a dig site.
A fantastic day was had by all, ending an activity not linked to history but nonetheless relished by pupils:
having a go on the obstacle course!

Founders Day is on Friday 6th July
You received a letter with your invitation sent out on 4 th June. Here is a summary of arrangements for
the day. Please note the changed arrangements for hampers.
 On Friday 6th July pupils should arrive at School from 9.30am and not before.
 There is no morning drop off.
 There is no Early or Late Club on Founders Day
 You are reminded to park in appropriate spaces so that the School does not receive complaints
from residents.
 Some gazebos will be set up where families can drop off their picnic hampers
 Smart summer uniform for pupils please: ankle grey socks for boys and ankle white socks for
girls, blazers on, hair pinned and tied back with plain blue or black. Hair must be either kept short
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or tied back if it is of a length to do so, and hair accessories should be blue or black, with nothing
glittery. Pupils are not permitted to have hair extensions added. Dyed hair is not acceptable and
neither are patterns shaved into hair. Hats and caps are not required. Please ensure black school
shoes are polished.
 Parent access to the marquee is from 10am so please queue if you arrive before then. We will
open up the marquee as soon as everything inside is ready for you.
 After the ceremony parents and pupils use the School grounds to enjoy their picnics. If the
weather fails us then picnics would move inside the marquee.
 From about 1pm there is an opportunity for you to look around both of the School buildings as
part of our Open Afternoon. Pupils’ work will be laid out and also displayed on walls. Please
look around the School. This is your chance to see some of the work completed in other year
groups.
 Tea, cakes and cold refreshments will be available from about 1.45pm until 2.30pm in
Sunnylands Hall.
 At 2.30pm we would like all members of Maypole Magic Club to meet Mrs Haynes and Mrs
Shakeshaft by the maypole, as the group will be treating us all to a few of the dances they have
learnt this term.
 PTA will have refreshments available to purchase outside from 2.30pm and invite us all to join
them on the School grounds. The afternoon finishes at 5pm.
 Sunnylands Nursery closes at 12 noon on Founders Day.

End-of-Year Reports
Reports will be distributed to pupils in sealed envelopes later today. Parents are asked to please read
reports at home rather than do so on the school site. I also advise that the report is read to your child
after Founders Day because there may be sections in the report relating to Founders Day surprises. 
Children have been reminded that the report envelope is for grown-ups to open and it is not addressed
to the pupil! Please return the report reply slip receipt to School before the end of term.

Move Up Sessions
On Monday 9th July pupils in Reception Class through to
Year Five will have a chance to spend time in their
September classroom with their teacher for the new
academic year.
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While we get ready to wave off the

outgoing school year we are all getting ready for the new one!

Year Six, we salute you!
With just a week and a half to go until our Year Six pupils move on to secondary schools, I am certain
that fellow pupils and parents
will want to join me in wishing
these fine youngsters the very
best luck as they step out of the
St P’s family and onto new
pathways. Grace, Joshua, Bella,
Ieuan, Varnikaa, Heidi, Fred,
Malachi, Matthew and Naishayou leave with the affection of
pupils, staff and parents behind
you. We wish you all continued
success!

I look forward to us all meeting in the marquee on Friday when we will celebrate the pupils’ success
over the last academic year. What a wonderful year it has been!
Yours sincerely
Maria Chapman MA(Ed)
Headmistress
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